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Bring Your Tools!                          

Tool Care &  Sharpening Demonstration            

Expert Tool Sharpening by Terry Beech of 
“Sharp-Quick”! 

Thursday,  August 11th, 7:00-9 :00 p.m. 

Aptos Grange Hall,  2555 Mar Vista Drive 

Enjoy refreshments, the Plant Table & the Blossom Table, too 

All of us have different approaches to the subject of garden 
tool care and maintenance. Some of us buy quality tools, 
carefully clean and put them away after each use and enjoy 
them for years. Others engage in daily scavenger hunts to 
find where they last left their pruners or shears, and are 
chagrined to find tools they promised to love and cherish 
rusting sadly somewhere in the garden. Some of us know 
how to sharpen our tools; some of us give up and replace 
them yearly when they are on sale.   

Why is it important to keep your gardening tools sharp? 
Your work will go faster and easier with sharpened tools. 
They will weed, mow and cultivate better, and you’ll prune 
with less effort. The clean cuts you get with sharpened tools 
are healthier for your plants and trees. Immediately after 
being cut, a plant oozes sap or resin, which dries to create a 
protective shield. The plant also diverts energy from its 
growth to the damaged area while the wound is healing, so 
you want to make sure it heals as quickly as possible. You 
do this by creating a clean cut using a sharpened tool, thus 
exposing the plant to less damage from disease, insects, 
fungi and weather extremes. 

Terry Beech is the Master Sharpener with Sharp-Quick, his 
mobile sharpening service. He operates from his old 
Volkswagen Van from Monterey to Half Moon Bay at 

farmers’ markets and 
grocery stores.  He 
sharpens garden tools 
and blades, as well as 
cutlery, scissors and 
wood working tools. 
Terry will tell us about and demonstrate masterful tool 
sharpening. After he talks about tool care, Terry will be 
available for the rest of our meeting to sharpen tools.   

You are invited to bring your garden tools. You can also 
bring knives, any size or style, including serrated, no 
porcelain. Terry’s price list is below. If you have a particular 
question about something you need sharpened, such as a 
lawn mower blade, you can email him at                                                          
terrybeech@sharpquick.com or call 345-4380. 

Hand pruners: $6 
Hedge clippers: $10 
Loppers: $8 
Ceramic knife: $6  
Knife repair: $2 and up  
Wood working tools: $4 & up 
 

S T A Y  S H A R P !  

Reminder: It’s not too early to start preparing for our October mega-event—our BIG plant sale and trade! 

mailto:terrybeech@sharpquick.com
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Charlotte’s “Most Floral” sundae 

Tina’s ‘”Most Earthy” 

Marcia and Charlotte  (granddaughter of Sim and 
Bob) assembling Dirt Cake. 

Ice Cream Ice Cream   

Social  Social    

Highl ightsHighl ights   

Extaordinary toppings! 

Yum!!!  

Pat’s sundae looked like a 
rabbit or deer had dropped 
something, so it won the 
award for “Poopiest”. 

Bob: “Most 

Random” 

sundae 

Prizes! Succulent Sundaes (thanks, Suzanne!) 

Tina: Most Creative” 
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Whether you call them rolly-polies, 
potato bugs or pillbugs, you’ll know 
these bugs from their habit of rolling 
into a ball when bothered, protecting 

their soft undersides. They are dry-land crustaceans who like moist habitats protected from the sun, such as dirt under 
mulch or under boards. Most of the time they are harmless, feeding mostly on decaying vegetation.  

Sometimes, however, these bugs nibble seedlings. And if you are trying to grow something like a ground cover of 
thyme, they can undermine the mat of foliage, turning it from lush green to crisp brown.  If pillbugs become a problem, 
you can treat with a product containing spinosad, a relatively new chemical made from a natural soil bacteria. It is a 
biological control that kills the leaf-eating insect, but not predators.  

The macro photographs above are by German photographer Igor Siwanowicz. See more of his fascinating  work at 
http://photo.net/photodb/folder?folder_id=768656 . 

Cirque du Soil: Rolly-Polies 
Armadillidium vulgare 

Lost Ladybugs. Throughout North America ladybug species distribution is changing. Over the past 20 years several 

native ladybugs once very common have become extremely rare. During this same time ladybugs from other places have 
greatly increased both their numbers and range. Some ladybugs are simply found in new places. This is happening very 
quickly and scientists don't know how, why or what impact it will have on ladybug diversity or the role that ladybugs play in 
keeping plant-feeding insect populations low. The Lost Ladybug Project  is asking citizen scientists to help discover where all 
the ladybugs have gone so they can try to prevent more native species from becoming so rare. For example, to be able to 
help the nine-spotted ladybug and other ladybug species, scientists need detailed information on which species are still out 
there and how many individuals are around. Entomologists at Cornell can identify the different species but there are too 
few of these scientists to sample in enough places to find the really rare ones. 

You can start helping right away. The first step is to find local ladybugs. Lost Ladybug Project offers tips for both finding and 
photographing ladybugs on its web site,  www.lostladybug.org After photographing the ladybugs, citizen scientists should 
upload those images using a digital form available on the site. Photographs may also be mailed to the project's organizers 
in Ithaca, N.Y.  The project web site has a wealth of educational resources for adults and childrens—check it out. 

Psst! While you have your camera 

out, are you remembering to take 

pictures of the favorite parts of 

your garden for our November 

slide show? 

http://photo.net/photodb/folder?folder_id=768656
http://www.lostladybug.org/
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Mid to late summer is the ideal time to start 
your fall garden. You can grow a “second 
season” crop of your favorite cool-season 
vegetables and lovely fall flowers. In our mild 
winter area, you can grow garden favorites for 
harvest in late fall, winter, even into next 
spring. Now is the time to gear up for some of 
the best growing weather of the year, which lies in the cool 
weather ahead. 

 

What to Grow 

Many casual gardeners don’t 
bother to plant later in the 
summer because they think 
of a garden as something to 
be planted in spring. The 
Home Garden Seed 
Association is out to change 
that mindset, along with the 
idea that growing plants from 
seed is difficult. The  HGSA 
has found that “fear of 
failure” is the primary reason 
many home gardeners do not 
garden with seed, and it 
wants to forever dispel that 
fear. To help gardeners gain 
confidence with seeds, the 
HGSA has assembled a list of 
the Top Ten Fall Varieties that are easy and fun to grow from 
seed. Even where winters are cold and the ground freezes 
hard, many vegetables can still be grown to maturity before 
first frost.  

In addition to the Top Ten, try broccoli, carrots, cabbage, and 
arugula, onions, leeks and parsley. When choosing varieties, 
select ones that are  fast-maturing to insure a harvest before 
the cold weather hits.   

Consider extending your planting season even more by 
growing crops under cold frames and row covers. Now is also 
a good  time to start seeds of many flowering perennials. 
Sown in fall, many will be ready to start flowering by the 
following spring or summer. 

 

 

 

 

Seeds of annual flowers that thrive in cool 
weather can also be sown now for fall and 
spring bloom, including alyssum, 
candytuft, calendula, stock, and sweet 
peas. 

 
When to Start 

The key to growing vegetables for fall harvest is timing. 
Vegetables grown in this season need about 14 extra days to 
mature compared with spring-seeded crops due to fall’s 
shorter days, cooling soil, and less intense sunshine.  When 
deciding the date to start your veggies, first determine your 
average first frost date. Check with a good, independent 
garden center. Then look at the seed packet for days to 
maturity. Add 14 days to that number, then use that figure to 
calculate back to seed-starting date. 

Growing On 

Remember that sowing seeds or setting out transplants in 
midsummer can be more stressful to young plants than 
seeding during cooler, often wetter spring weather. Be sure 
to keep the soil moist as seeds are germinating. Protect 
young seedlings with shade cloth or plant them near taller 
plants, such as corn or tomatoes to provide shade from the 
hot afternoon sun. Another option is to start  seeds in 
containers in a spot with bright light and then transplant 
young seedlings into the garden. This works well for crops like 
lettuce and spinach, whose seeds don’t germinate as well 
when soil temperatures are high. 

Fall Harvest 

With a little effort in late summer, you’ll have a splendid 
harvest of vegetables in fall. Cool weather-loving crops, such 
as kale, lettuce, spinach, and broccoli, will thrive in the lower 
autumn temperatures. 

The EZfromSEED Web site (www.ezfrom seed.org) shows you 
everything you need to know about growing plants from 
seed. It’s brought to you by the Home Garden Seed 
Association (HGSA), an international group of seed producers 
and seed packet companies committed to supporting home 
gardening  success, specifically through the use of seeds.  

 

Home Garden Seed Association 

S o w  S e e d s  N o w  f o r  E a s y  a n d  D e l i c i o u s  F a l l  G a r d e n  

Need to learn about summer pruning and 
thinning of fruit trees? Watch the informative 
three minute tutorial at GrowOrganic.com 
http://groworganic.com/organic-gardening/
videos/summer-pruning-and-thinning. 

http://groworganic.com/organic-gardening/videos/summer-pruning-and-thinning
http://groworganic.com/organic-gardening/videos/summer-pruning-and-thinning
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Growing Lettuce in the  
Heat of Summer 

 

 

    

You can grow lettuce throughout the growing season, but in 
the heat of the summer it is challenge keeping it from bolting 
or tasting bitter. If you have been practicing succession 
planting, perhaps you have young lettuce seedlings growing 
in areas protected from direct sun. If not, you may want to 
consider some strategies suggested by The Cooks Garden 
(cooksgarden.com): 

 
Seeds won't germinate in soil that is 80 degrees F. or warmer, 
so there's no sense in sowing directly in the garden in the 
summer. Resort to starting heat-tolerant varieties indoors 
and moving the lettuce seedlings into the garden, preferably 
under partial shade, after they've developed a few true 
leaves.   

Living mulch. To make the most of limited garden space, 
plant lettuce around taller plants like broccoli, Brussels 
sprouts, peppers, and eggplants. The lettuce helps its 
neighbor by keeping the surrounding soil moist and cool and 
keeping weeds shaded out. As the taller plants grow, they 
provide needed shade for the lettuce during warmer 
weather.. 
 
'Tucking.' You can also start lettuce seedlings indoors for 
filling vacancies in the garden in late spring and again in early 
fall as other crops are 
harvested. Simply 'tuck' a 
seedling in the vacant spot to 
keep every inch of garden 
space in constant production.  

What ARE heat resistant 
lettuce varieties?  Renee’s 
Seeds recommends the 
Batavians, combining  the 
sweet crispness of Romaine with a more open butterhead like 
shape. Many Batavians are remarkably resistant to hot 
weather bolting and their crispy leaves can be harvested from 
baby to full size plants.  “Blush Batavians"  forms weather 
resistant rosettes of big, tender leaves 
in  handsome big heads that look  like 
a leafy rose. “Merveille De 4 
Saisons” is an especially weather 
tolerant butterhead. Renee’s 
“Summer Boquet” is blend of new 
Dutch and French specialty lettuces 
selected for heat tolerance –Redina:, 
“Nevada” and “Cardinal”. Try 
“Frecklesan Heirloom”, an heirloom 
romaine with maroon splotches that 
handles heat well.  

 

 

 

I 
enjoyed reading the  Powdery 
Mildew edition of Stump the 
Gardening Stars at the online home of Peaceful Valley Farm & 
Garden Supply (http://groworganic.com/organic-gardening/
articles ). Taking the quiz, I was surprised by how little I knew; 
it seems counterintuitive, but a good blast of water might 
take care of powdery mildew. Take the quiz and see how you 
do. 

True or false? 

1.  Overhead watering increases powdery mildew. 

2.  Powdery mildew is worst in humid climates. 

3.  Shade is the happiest home for powdery mildew. 

4.  The powdery mildew on your cucumbers is the same as 
the one on your tomatoes. 

5.  Powdery mildew always shows up as white powder on 
plant leaves or fruit. 

Answers: 1. False.  2. False . 3.  True.  4. False. 5. False. 

Here are the explanations.  

1.  A good dose of overhead watering can actually rinse 
powdery mildew spores off your plants. Don’t do this all 
season long or you’ll encourage other plant problems, but 
feel free to give the plants a robust bath periodically to get 
the spores off. 

2.  Mildew sounds like it would thrive in a damp climate, but 
the powdery mildew fungi grow most quickly in dry, warm 
conditions. 

3.  Sunlight and good air circulation help keep powdery 
mildew at bay. 

4.  There are eight species of powdery mildew fungi that 
attack vegetables, so don’t worry that the disease will jump 
from one row to another. For instance, Erysiphe 
cichoracearumpreys on cucumbers, lettuce, melons, 
pumpkins, and squash. Leveillula taurica feeds on your 
tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, and artichokes. 

5.  Powdery mildew is not always white and powdery.L 
eveillula taurica, the tomato/artichoke fungi, creates yellow 
patches on leaves, not a spread of white dust. 

Serenade Biofungicide is a good preventive spray with a 
broad spectrum biofungicide that controls or suppresses 
powdery mildew and many other plant diseases. Sulfur 
sprays, like Safer Garden Fungicide, are a classic organic 
gardening measure to use at the first sign of powdery 
mildew. If you’re reading this after powdery mildew has 
already taken a firm hold, go straight for the hose. See if a 
good water bath will wash off all traces of the fungus. If it 
does not, turn to the horticultural oils. All the oils suffocate 
the fungi and prevent more spores from adhering to the 
plants. The oils can be used for prevention as well. Don’t 
use oils if you’ve used sulfur within the last 14 days. 

   Powdery Mildew 

http://www.reneesgarden.com/seeds/packpg/veg/lettuce-batavian-p.htm
http://www.reneesgarden.com/seeds/packpg/veg/lettuce-merveille-p.htm
http://www.reneesgarden.com/seeds/packpg/veg/lettuce-merveille-p.htm
http://groworganic.com/organic-gardening/articles
http://groworganic.com/organic-gardening/articles
http://www.groworganic.com/serenade-garden-disease-control-biofungicide-32-oz-concentrate.html
http://www.groworganic.com/safer-garden-fungicide-32-oz-spray.html
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Chicks in the City:    The 
Zen of Raising 

Backyard Chickens 
This is a “Can You Dig It?” 
educational offered by the Monterey 
Bay Master Gardeners. The speaker 
is Candice McLaren – Master Gardener and Poultry 
Guru. August 20th, 9 a.m. Aptos Farmers Market at 
Cabrillo College. Arrive early; seating is limited. 

Nothing says “back to the farm” like chickens. They are 
magical – the perfect complement to a healthy garden. 
What other creature will take scraps from the table and worms 
from the soil and give you the perfect food – eggs! You will 
learn all there is to know about raising chickens in your garden 
while improving the quality of life. Follow the growing stages 
of your baby chicks as they develop into a loving family pet. 
Candice has lectured on chickens in the home garden at nearly 
every nursery in Santa Cruz County. Raised around poultry, she 
is the go-to-gardener for introducing chickens into your garden 
regime and reaping the benefits. 

 

 

Native Plant Propagation 
Volunteer Opportunity! 

  Looking for an opportunity to make a difference, and to learn 
about growing native plants? The Plant Propagation group 
needs you now! Enjoy the company of a small group of 
friendly, native plant lovers learning and helping to propagate 
a wide variety of native plants, many of which will be sold at at 
the twice-yearly CNPS plant sales, or auctioned off to benefit 
the SC Native Plant Society. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
have fun, meet a few great new people, and learn a lot about 
native plants, or contributing gardening skills you already have. 
No experience required. Meet usually on the third Sunday of 
each month at 9am at Suncrest Nursery, east of Watsonville. 
For info and directions, contact Mike Luther at 688-3897; or 
Denise Polk at 685-3235. 

 

Almost every month we tell 
you about workshops at Dig 
nursery – there are so many 
we often can’t keep up! 
This month is no different – 
go to their web site at 
diggardensnursery.com to 
see the many exciting 
upcoming opportunities in 
the months to come. On 
August 27th they are 
offering both a Vertical 
Pocket Gardening Design 

Workshop AND a Succulent Orb or 
Wreath Class  --  call 466.DIGG (3444) 
for more information.  
Dig sells orb forms in various sizes to 
create a succulent plant masterpiece 

to hang from your celing or patio. The form is made from 
sphagnum moss and has a metal hook attached. On the 
Dig blog, there are complete directions for putting 
together your own succulent orb, which owner Cara 
Meyers is graciously sharing with us. 
1. Completely submerge the Sphagnum Moss Ball in 
water for approximately 2 minutes. 

2. The following day after the ball has dried out slightly, 
it is time to start planting your succulent cuttings. 

3. Starting from the bottom of the orb, (use a empty 
flower pot or bowl to set the orb in upside down) 

4. With a pencil or chopstick insert a 1/2 hole into the 
orb, then take a cutting and insert it into the hole. 

5. Use florist wire or any thin wire you may have around, 
cut the wire into 2 inch pieces. Bend the wire into a “U” 
shape. Secure the stem of the succulent into the orb 
using the wire for the bottom half of the orb. This way, 
when you turn your orb right side up again all the 
succulent cuttings will stay in place until they root 

6. Completely cover the orb with cuttings or put clusters 
of succulents in patterns around the orb. 

7. Keep outdoors in a partially shady area like a covered 
patio or indoors in a very bright room. 

8. After 2 weeks with no water, gently water with a hose 
once a week. 

9. Under the right conditions your orb should last at least 
6-9 months, then recut the succulent plants down and 
reinsert them again as they grow out. 

10. Enjoy your living art!   

 

          420 Water Street,  
          Santa Cruz 

Make a succulent orb! 

August Board Meeting 

All Club members are invited to 

the next Board meeting at the 

home of Sim and Bob Gilbert, 

3999 Glen Haven Road, Soquel. 

The date is Monday, August 

22nd; we’ll me at 6:00 p.m. to 

tour their gardens. If you need 

directions, call 475-8162. 
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The Gardener’s Color Palette: Paint 
Your Garden with 100 
Extraordinary Flower Choices         
by Tom Fischer   

This was an impulse buy at the SF Flower 
& Garden Show, and I’m so glad it found 
me! It’s a favorite to browse through for 
new ideas, and the perfect gift for a 
gardening friend.  

Choosing color is one of the most 
delightful and personal choices a 
gardener makes. For one gardener, the 
shock of a garden full of pink and red is a 
picture of beauty. For another, white 
flowers may be more tranquilly 
inspiring.  
 
The Gardener’s Color Palette features 
ten plants in ten color groups and offers 
gardeners hundreds of opportunities to 
mix and match. Want a red garden? 
Choose the ‘Crimson Star’ columbine, the 
‘Lucifer’ crocosmia, and the ‘Gardenview 
Scarlet’ bee balm. For a metallic garden 
plant the Japanese cobra lily, the 
Chocolate cosmos, and the Kamchatka 
fritillary. Or, create a multicolored array 
by picking plants from each category. 
Plant profiles include a description, the 
common and botanical names, 
information about expected height and 
spread, bloom time, hardiness, and light 
and water requirements.  
 
Combined with Clive Nichols’ stunning 
photographs, this is an invaluable source 
of practical advice and visual 
inspiration. — Timber Press 

Garden Up! Smart Vertical 
Gardening for Small and Large 
Spaces  by Susan Morrison and 
Rebecca Sweet 

Filled with design tips, plant ideas and 
over 200 photos, Garden Up! offers 
inspiration and how-to information 
for enhancing any outdoor space with 
vertical elements. Authors Morrison 
and Sweet cover everything from 
living wall projects simple enough for 
a home gardener to tackle to creative 
solutions for blank walls and narrow 
beds.  
 
In chapters like Arbors and Trellises 
and Garden Secrets, the book offers a 
wealth of design advice and problem 
solving solutions for traditional 
gardeners. Small space gardeners, 
DIYers and those looking to 
incorporate the latest vertical 
techniques into their gardens will 
appreciate chapters that examine 
Skinny Spaces, Urban Gardens and 
Living Walls. A highlight of the book 
are the Design Spotlights included in 
every chapter, including a bonus 
section at the end of the book, Then 
and Now. In keeping with their 
problem solving approach to 
gardening and design, Morrison and 
Sweet have arranged their Plant Picks 
chapter by solution rather than plant 
type.  
 

“We’ve been inspired, amazed, 
amused, and delighted at the 
ingenious ways gardeners all over the 
country have incorporated vertical 
elements into their landscapes,” 
explain the duo, “whether they 
garden on a multiacre estate in Napa 
Valley or on a tiny balcony in the 
suburbs of Austin, Texas.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are a fan of horticultural 
mysteries, and have read Susan Wittig 
Albert’s China Bayles herb-centric 
books, you’ll be thrilled to know she 
has started a new series. In The 
Darling Dahlias and the Cucumber 
Tree, the country may be struggling 
through the Great Depression, but the 
good ladies of Darling, Alabama, aim 
to keep their chins up and their town 
beautiful. The Mystery Guild says, “... 
unlike the snooty Sisters of the 
Spade, their garden club, the Darling 
Dahlias, welcomes members from all 
classes. When bombshell Bunny Scott 
is found in a suspicious car wreck, 
Dahlias Lizzy, Ophelia and Verna start 
digging…and find mysteries growing 
like weeds. With convicts on the 
loose, trouble at the bank and a ghost 
haunting their famous cucumber tree, 
only the Dahlias can 
get to the root of it  
all”.  

Next in the series: 
The Darling Dahlias 
and the Naked 
Ladies.  

http://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Morrison%2C%20Susan/aid/3484416
http://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Sweet%2C%20Rebecca/aid/4892581
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It's easy-peasy to join our club! 

Dues are $12 per calendar year. Make 

check to "The Gardeners' Club" and 

mail to 1633 Quail Hollow Rd., Ben 

Lomond, CA 95005. Meetings are held 

at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month at the Aptos Grange Hall, 

                         2555 Mar Vista Dr., Aptos.  

      Printed on 100% recycled paper 

President 

Cherry Thompson, 475-0991 

cherrylea@comcast.net 

Vice President 

Ilene Wilson, 724-4609 

mygardensup@aol.com 

Secretary 

April Barclay, 688-7656 

AABarclay@aol.com 

Co-Treasurers 

Sim & Bob Gilbert, 475-8162 

simgilbert@baymoon.com 

Membership 

Suzanne Mercado, 609-6230 

Suzanne.bottomline@gmail.com 

Hospitality 

Debbie Kindle, 462-6296 

poppy-54@live.com 

Newsletter Writer/Editor 

Lise Bixler, 457-2089 

lisebixler@sbcglobal.net 

The Gardeners' Club 
          1633 Quail Hollow Road, Ben Lomond CA 95005 

Members-at-Large 

Bill Patterson, 479-3729 

wilderwill@comcast.net 

Pat McVeigh, 475-9357 

pmcveigh@baymoon.com 

Joanna Hall, 662-8821 

jhavelock@sbcglobal.net 

Plant Table 

Patty Connole, 335-4134 

pattyconnolerltr@aol.com 

2nd position—vacant 

3rd position - vacant 

Refreshments 

Dey Weybright, 426-3028 

DEENART@aol.com 

PSAs/Glenwood 

Monica Pielage, 460-0215 

mpielage@yahoo.com 

Website 

Joe Thompson 

  www.thegardenersclub.org 
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“Rules were meant 

to be broken.” 

4 cups coarsely chopped tomatoes (about 1 1/2 pounds) 
2 cups coarsely chopped seedless watermelon 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 teaspoon balsamic vinegar 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon black pepper 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh mint. 
 
Combine all ingredients in a  serving bowl.  

Tomato Watermelon Salad 
4 

mailto:lisebixler@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mpielage@yahoo.com

